46      CHAUCER AND HIS TIMES

Already Chaucer shows that truth to life,
that impatience of artificiality which are to
become two of his most striking characteristics,
A number of experiments in verse follow.
Chaucer had a habit of rough-casting a poem,
then leaving it for some time, and eventually
using it in a more or less modified form in
some later work. The story of Ceys and
Aldoun, which forms part of the introduction
to the Book of the Duchesse, originally appears
to have been written as a separate poem, and
between 1869 and 1379 we find no fewer than
seven works, in prose and poetry, which were
afterwards embodied in the Canterbury Tales :
the Lyf of St. Cecyle (afterwards used for the
Second Nonnes Tale); parts of the Monkes
Tale; the greater part of the Clerkes Tale;
Palamon and Ardte (which forms the basis
of the Knightes Tak); the Tale of Melibeus;
the Perso'Ms Tale; and the Man of Lawe's Tale.
In addition to these come the Compleint to
his Lady; An Amorous Compleint; Womanly
Noblesse; Compleint unto Pite ; Anelida and
Ardte (containing ten stanzas from, Palamon);
Of the Wretched Engendring of Mankind (a
prose translation of Innocent Ill's De Miseria
HumancB Conditions, of which the title alone
remains, though fragments of it are used in